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large fortune from his father, who was a rich farmer-general
of taxes, Renault naturally obtained a place as judge or member
of the parkment of Paris with ease. He soon, however, quitted
the Palais de Justice, and obtained by purchase a position at
Court—superintendent of the household of Queen Marie, wife
of Louis XV. The rest of his life was passed in the fashionable
and intellectual, if rather small, circle of high society in Paris,
where he lived in dignity and affluence, and gave excellent
suppers. He wrote, or composed, as Grimm prefers to say,
the Abrege chronobgique de rhistoire de France, a very neat
piece of work, which established the model for French school
text-books ever since. He was elected member of the Academic,
and was known universally as President Renault, and by the
wits as the President a Vdbrege; but when the great Montes-
quieu died in 1755 Henault attained the height of bliss and
feme, by succeeding, as it were, to the title of" the President,"
tout court. He died in 1770, at the age of eighty-six, having
for many years done nothing but talk with his Mend Madame
du Deffand and other beaux esprits, give suppers, and supervise
one edition after another of the Abrege ckranokgique. With
him the Acad&nie Frangaise lost one of its most distinguished
contemporary members. Another president, Charles de
Brosses, of the parkment of Dijon, the distinguished author of
the discoveries at Herculaneum, made several efforts to enter
the Acad&nie, but was refused every time. His continued
failure to be elected is said to have been due to internes of
Voltaire. President de Brosses had sold an estate near Feraey
to Voltaire; some time later an acrimonious and long dispute
broke out between the buyer and seller concerning some loads
of wood, worth 281 francs, to which Voltaire thought that
he was entitled free of charge. The president had right
on his side, but Voltaire kept him out of the Acad&nie,1
For 281 francs de Brosses failed to become one of the Im-
mortals.
The Acad&nie had become rather a pointless body, whkb
1 See Lytton Strachey, " The President de Brosses/' in Ptortmit* m
Miniature (1931), pp. 70-86.

